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EARTH News and Views for May 2008
Folks,
It was a stellar turnout for our April 28th meeting.  In
attendance were over 35 members and 3 guests including
Bill Burnap of New Hartford, Barbara Sotherden of Clay
and Len Dancause of Morrisville and formally of the
Albany area.
     For those of you who may not know Len Dancause,
he was the fellow who found the find of a lifetime
featured in Eastern & Western Treasure back in 2003.
Hoards of early bust silver coins discovered on a farm
located right here in the Mohawk Valley!
     Len is planning on joining our club next month and
you can be rest assured that he will be sharing this
incredible story with us as a guest speaker soon.
     Don Wertz filled us in on how his first supplemental
metal detecting meeting went at the VFW on April 10th.
Don said that the meeting went splendidly and several
of the folks that participated that were in attendance
readily agreed.  Don is encouraging veteran members and
new members alike to come and be a part of the
fellowship because it would benefit the new members to
hear and see how things are done by the veterans that
will get them properly started.  Don will be conducting
his next meeting at the VFW on Thursday, May 15 at
7:00pm.  Don also brought up that at our club hunts,
newer members who show up should be shown the proper
methods of how to dig and hunt and that veteran
members should help out by answering any questions they
may have.  This has been addressed several times in the
past but deserves continual mention as new members
come in all the time.  The importance of this area cannot
be stressed enough and all veteran members should be
willing to lend a hand if at all possible.  So, for the newer
members, if you are attending a club hunt for the first
time, you should be prepared to meet with a veteran
member initially to ensure that you are meeting the clubs
code of ethics prior to detecting the hunt property.

     Just a reminder, that there will be a special second
monthly club hunt Sunday, May 18th at 8:00 at John
Gelfuso’s home.  His telephone number has been changed
so here is his new number if you need it. 733-3343.  Again
the directions from Genesee St in Utica are as follows:

Turn right onto NY-5S E/Oriskany Street E.
Continue to follow NY-5S.

Take the Dyke RD ramp toward W. Schuyler
Turn Right onto Dyke RD
Turn Left onto Bleeker Street.
Turn Right onto Center RD
End at 683 Center Rd Frankfort, NY.

     I have scheduled the June club hunt for Sunday June
8th at 8:00am at Viking Village in Old Forge.  Jan
Brynilsen has said to bring a picnic lunch and enjoy the
grounds. You are welcome to eat on our patio or in the
hotel (if rain).   (see page 2 for directions to the Village)
     Our first monthly “surprise” category contest was held
with 4 people bringing in the qualifying item “Best
Mercury Dime”.  Ralph Blencowe topped the group with
a nice 1945 Merc Dime.  Now for those of you who didn’t
catch the action, each month we will announce a surprise
category at the start of  the meeting.  Those of you who
happen to have the qualifying item can enter the contest
and the best judged winning entry will receive a prize
and 5 points towards the Treasure Hunter of TheYear.The
only caveat is that you can not enter an itemyou already
entered in the Coin, Jewelry or Other categories.
     We also announced a new “Rookie of the Year” award.
This will be awarded to a new member with the most
contest points at the end of the year.  So it is imperative
that you bring in all your monthly finds and enter the
contests, regardless if you think you will win or not.
     Steve Parker Grounds manager at Sauquoit High
School has asked for our help in locating construction
stakes that were left in the ground when construction
                                                               (continued on next page)
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was being performed last year.  They are being pushed
out of the ground and the kids are tripping on them and
getting hurt.  I asked for volunteers to help out the school
and only got one couple to volunteer which disappoints
me greatly but hopefully I can scout up some more support
by Saturday May 3rd.  Anyway folks, our efforts are
supposed to be community oriented which means we come
to the call when needed and just because the operation
at hand is construction stakes and not a diamond ring,
doesn’t make the effort any less worthy.  Our involvement
is what gets us noticed and our efforts will pay us back in
respect and possibly even new hunt sites.  Please be a
part.
    Silver is needed and will be requested monthly for our
annual John Seamon Hunt and for club prizes.  Anyone
willing to part with their silver or silver rounds, the club
will be happy to pay going rates for them which is around
$16 each for the rounds.  Please see one of the officers if
you have some available.
     April’s winners of our 50/50 were Pat Decrisci.
Sharon Macknair won the Silver Round.  Don Wertz won

a “Photographs of Rome” book and Pat Nellenback won
a coin holder binder.  Many thanks to those who donated
prizes for our raffles.
     Our next meeting will be held on Monday May 19th at
the Rome Senior Center in Rome.  Guest speaker will be
Mr. Wade Lallier from the Clinton Historical Society,
speaking on the history of the Chenango Canal.
See everyone on the 19th.
Stu

Dir ections to Brynilsen’s Viking Village:
Take Rt. 12 N. of Utica to Rt. 28N to Old Forge
     (50+ mi.)
Stay on North Shore to Inlet (10 mi.)
Turn right  in town onto South Shore Rd. (at
     Screaming Eagle Pizza)
Go 3 mi. (past Red Dog Tavern)
Opposite St. Olaf Chapel, look for big brown
     Viking Village sign on right

“You are welcome to eat on our patio or in the hotel (if
rain).”

Dollar coins, black fly’s and a little silver at club hunt
By Larry Ehlinger

   Eighteen club members braved a rainy morning, wet
grass and an unrelenting onslaught of bothersome black
fly’s to partake in an enjoyable outing at Song Mountain
on May 4th. Which made this outing a bit different then
most was the fact that we had several members in
attendance that usually don’t attend these gatherings and
a few who were new to the club. Very encouraging indeed!
   If it wasn’t for the breeze that developed by mid-
morning I believe the black fly’s would have won, they
were that intense. It wasn’t the biting that was a bother it
was the constant invasion of your mouth, ears, nose eyes
along with a never-ending swarm around your face that
drove us batty. I may suggest to the Pentagon to drop
their policy of water boarding torture and instead bring
all the Iraqi prisoners to Song mountain and you won’t
be able to shut ‘em up.  If  we plan this hunt next year
we’ll have to take a good look at the calendar first.
   The first member to arrive, I believe, was Ed
Netzband. He must have found a producing area ‘cause
he didn’t bother stopping at noon and hardly anyone saw
him all day. The rest of the members arrived at different
times, some stayed late others left early.
   The idea of everyone reporting to either I or Stu went
up in smoke when Stu couldn’t make it and I spent most

of the afternoon near the summit. I did manage to talk to
several members before I left then made a few calls to
other members when I got home. So I got most everyone’s
finds and I apologize to the rest.
  John & Brenda Kennedy along with there 2 adorable
dogs dug an assortment of clad coinage some ski pins
with one of them being sterling. There was a rumor that
John eyeballed a nice ring in the parking lot when they
were getting ready to leave.
   Dave Zohne having only been doing this a short time
is really getting the hand of things. He dug a healthy pile
of  clad, a real nice bronze ski award medal, a Washington
dollar and was one of the luck few who dug silver, a
1952 Washington quarter.
   Floyd Dygert, drove down from Port Leyden where
they REALLY have black fly’s had one of his better days.
He counted out over $14.00 in change along with 3 dollar
coins, a crummy watch and a neat souvenir pin that says
“Song Mountain.”
   Ira Tisch from Utica is one of the clubs newer members
having joined up in January of this year and is really
getting the feel of things. Ira dug “lots” of  dimes, nickels
and quarters and was another lucky one the pulled up a
dollar coin. (continued on page 3)



                               3

 (continued from page 2)
   Matt & Kris Sierson who call Clinton their home are
a couple other new members having joined our ranks in
March. The two have been detecting off and on for a
number of years but promise to set aside a lot more time
for this hobby in the future. The two had quite a handful
of  quarters and led all others by digging 5 dollar coins.
They also had the most junk of anyone else.
   Ed Netzband, who I still haven’t seen since the last
meeting, had a quantity of clad coins that needed both
hands to hold, 2 dollar coins, 1944 and 1963 Washington
quarters and a 1964 Roosevelt dime.
   Ralph Blencowe stayed off the slopes and opted for
the more stable bottom land to save his knees. Ralph got
a fair amount of clad, a nice silver earring and a 1943
Mercury head dime.

   Dick Stowell got the usual pile of clad, a 1953 Canadian
quarter and one of those dollar coins.
   Pat Nellenback was another one I didn’t see at all but
I got a phone call report that she found a Song Mt. ski
pass, Olympic medal, a key, 8 quarters, 5 dimes and some
pennies and nickels. Pat also picked up a $5.00 bill
blowing around.
   Mary Lou DesRosiers from Clay is another one of
our new members having hooked onto the EARTH club
train back in March. Mary Lou is slowly getting the hand
of her Garrett and was especially grateful to Floyd Dygert
who has a machine similar to hers, some helpful tips. She
dug mostly junk early on but thanks to Floyd’s help
managed to find some coins.
   Newsletter Lisle Sanborn unearthed 5 quarters, 3
dimes, 2 nickels and 8 cents. He also found a versatile

key chain tool.
   I did not get a report from Jon St.
Don or Sheila Gordon /
Himmelman and again I apologize. I
did run into Sheila and her son just as
I was leaving and can report the two
were working on an excavation of
Grand Canyon proportions.
  Lastly, yours truly dug $20.25 in
quarters, 3 dollar coins and a 1935
Washington quarter and a 1947
Roosevelt dime.
   I emailed the office manager
“Malissa”  the following day to thank
her and give her a brief report. Actually
she emailed me first to ask how you all
did which I thought was awfully nice
of  her. I asked her what was up with
all those dollar coins we found. She said
the Song Mountain gives back change
in dollar coins and doesn’t use the bills.
Interesting.

Song Mnt Hunters: Back Row- Ira Tisch, Ralph Blencowe, Floyd Dygert, Dick Stowell,
Jon St Don
Front Row- Mary Lou DesRosiers, David Zohne, Lisle Sanborn, Brenda & John Kennedy

May 19
7 PM

South Rome Senior Center
Rome

May  MeetingMay  MeetingMay  MeetingMay  MeetingMay  Meeting
Directions to the South Rome Senior Center.
The South Rome Senior Center is at 112 Ridge St., Rome NY.

From Utica, take RT 49 to Rome.
Take 2nd  Exit which will bring you into the city.
Turn left at the 2nd  light beyond the railroad track - this will put you on
South James St..
Turn right at the 1st light onto Ridge St. - make a right turn into the parking
lot at the Center.  The center is directly across the street from
Transfiguration Church.

See pictures on page 9
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Wertz, Altmann, Kennedy record first wins of season
Category: “Coin
Winner: Don Wertz
Item: 1781 2 Reals

   “I pooped my pants.”
These words summed up
how Don Wertz felt upon
learning he had found a
beautiful 1781 Spanish 2
Reals coin dug from the
Suncody Road site were
meant, I’m sure, in a
figurative way instead of
the literal way.
Nevertheless, this well
worn piece of Colonial and world coinage history made Don’s
day, and perhaps his whole season, worthwhile.
   It was around 10:00am and Wertz was hunting the vast
expanse of recently turned soil of the Suncody Road club
hunt site during the club outing on April 27th when he dug a
detailed 1863 “fat Indian cent.” About 5 minutes later he got
a “sweet” signal from his Garrett Ace 250 and from only a
couple inches down he pulled up a small silver something or
other. He immediately knew it was silver, and a coin, but
hadn’t a clue as to what it was. A short time later Dave
Lofgr en came over, gave the coin a quick rub and
announced to Don what he had. “He was happier than I
was.” Don said.
   After digging this second good coin he thought this may be
a “coin spill” with the possibility of more. He staked a 15
foot claim and wouldn’t allow anyone else on his valuable
little plot. Nothing more was found however.
   The only other category win Don ever had was back in
August of 2006 when he took first with his 10K gold w/
diamonds earring.
   Sitting in the second spot, and only a single vote back,
was Nick Curri  and his worn but nonetheless stunning 1807
Draped Bust quarter. This coin had a low mintage of only
220,000 with a AG-3 grade value of $115.00.
   John Gelfuso took third with his 1815 “Nova Scotia Starr
& Shannon half Penny.” There were 13 entries in the “coin”
category.

Category: Jewelry
Winner: John Kennedy
Item: Intact gold gilded pocket watch

   Exactly one year
ago John Kennedy
entered a white gold
& diamond wedding
ring set that he had
found at a sledding
hill in Geddes.
Nothing else was
close and John took
first place. Now, on
John’s anniversary of
that find, he once
again recorded a first
with his gold gilded
pocket watch in
surprisingly good
shape.
   John was searching a stretch of the Erie Canal tow path
digging the usual shotgun and rifle brass when he got a big
signal that showed up “Dollar” on his detectors display
screen. Knowing full well it wasn’t a dollar, but digging all
positive signals anyway, he dug it up. It was a full 6 – 8
inches down situated just off the path and judging by the
compacted soil and depth he could tell it had been there for
quite awhile.
   After he had given it a good cleaning he saw the
manufactures inscription of “Westclock.” He web searched
the watch but came up empty. He could only guess that it
was about a century old. On that same outing he dug a 1820s
silver plated shoe buckle in again, remarkably good condition.
The only down side to his adventure was that he had become
“host” to a tiny tick that burrowed itself into John’s neck
requiring a visit to the doctor who had to use sharp and
pointy instruments to remove it.
   John garnished a lopsided 17 votes for his watch easily
outdistancing Chris Altmann’ s “Ring” (good description
Chris) which took in 8 votes. Third place with 4 votes went
to Pat Nellenback and her entry of a “Diamond Ring /
earring.” There were 10 entries in the “jewelry” category.

Category: Other
Winner: Chris Altmann
Item: Rev. War musket butt plate
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something had been there was some scrap metal and a few
early household metal doodads. The butt plate was “loud as
heck” coming through his headphones from his Whites M6.
He was sure it was just more junk.
   Chris had a little advice for everyone in the club. “If you
find something questionable, don’t ever throw it away, bring
it to the meeting ‘cause you just never know.”
   Altmann’s last win in the “other” category was last July
when he won with his Little Orphan Anne decoder.
   Three members tied for second: Ed Netzband showing
his 1814 – 1821 artillery button; Beryl & Mona Carrier
and their pretty sterling thimble and Dave Lofgren’s Hunting
dog button. Ralph Blencowe stood alone in third place
with his Large sleigh bell. There were 12 entries in the “other”
category.

   Chris Altmann couldn’t decide what object he should
enter in the “other” category to give him the best chance of a
win. Chris has a competitive streak in him and wanted to
chalk up as many points as he could. Then Ed Netzband
came up to him and told him that a piece of brass “junk” that
Chris had thought was a hinge of some sort was actually a
butt plate off a musket.
   Chris couldn’t believe it, he honestly was prepared to toss
it in his garbage pail back home but something told him to
bring it to the meeting with slim hopes someone might be
able to tell him what it was. It was only after Ed told him
what he found that he decided to enter that instead of his
other choices and was totally surprised when he’d won.
   His wife Kim had her laptop with her and did some fast
internet searching and believes it came from a British 1700s
Howland front loader. Kim learned that damaged or
discarded British weaponry were often scavenged by the
Colonists with parts fabricated to fit their guns.
   Chris made his winning find in Herkimer County about a
mile from an 18th century barn. The landowner said that
there used to be a log cabin on this particular site although
he didn’t know how long ago. There was absolutely no sign
anything used to be on this site and the only clue he had that

Strange Change, Part 1
By Chris Altmann

Larry Ehlinger’s superb article in the February newsletter
(and  Lisle’s great layout) really struck a chord with me,
and I decided to  do my part and obtain a roll of the new
Presidential Dollars. Those  little golden coins have al-
ready caused a little uneasiness around
the Oneonta area. Shopkeepers either giggle at their ap-
pearance, or  order me out of their store. The entire staff
at Dunkin’ Donuts  simply backed away from the strange,
golden coins, frightened,  confused and gasping for air.
     The whole experience has made me think about the
money wasting dollar  bill. And it’s also made me wonder
about other “strange change” that  has made a mark in
history.
    Novelty coins are strange, but they’re purposely manu-
factured to be  offbeat. There’s the 2-headed coin, the

Lincoln Wheatie Six Cent (A),  the nickel that’s nailed to
the floor as a prank, the quarter that  squirts water and
the gigantic clad coins that are so hysterical on  your first
date or during co-ed mixers. I must say that I f ind most
novelty coins rather uninspiring. They’re first cousins to
the  whoopie cushion and X-ray glasses.
    Last year, Kim bought me a novelty coin that was ac-
tually cool—an  eerie 3D Kennedy Half (B), with the
president’s face protruding out  from the disc. Subse-
quently, two things now frighten me when I  venture into
our den at night: My 1932 Charlie McCarthy ventrilo-
quist  dummy, and that freaky Kennedy coin.
     Error coins are strange and unusual, but they’re basi-
cally just mistakes. Human error. A speedy trip to
Dullsville. Enough said. (continued on page 6)
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 The best “strange change” has an inner-beauty all its
own.
     Dave Zohne showed me an Indian Head Cent at the
2007 EARTH Club  Christmas Party that had somehow
been buffed, tumbled, waxed and  shined so thoroughly
that the copper color had disappeared. Instead,
it carried a chrome sheen like the back bumper of a ‘54
Thunderbird. Blencowe won’t even stand in the same
room with it. It’s an awesome coin. At first glance, it
appears to be an Uncirculated grade Mercury
dime, but soon you realize that you’re viewing something
very  interesting. I’d like to own that coin. I would.
     One of the most famous and bizarre coins is a very
rare French jeton  from the 1600s that clearly seems to
depict a UFO (C) . This quarter- sized coin has been
researched and studied endlessly, and the origin  and
meaning of the image has remained elusive. One theory
is that it  is a “symbolic representation of the Biblical
Ezekiel’s Wheel.”  Not  sure about that one.
     During the Civil war, around 1862, coinage had be-
come so scarce that  almost all had disappeared from day
to day business transactions, and  small change could not
be provided to customers. Incredibly, even 10¢  postage
stamps were used for small purchases! One individual, a
man  by the name of John Gault, went so far as to invent
a coin-like  encasement which protected the stamp from
being torn (D). The reverse
resembles the many copper tokens that would appear a
year or two  later. This funny little case is worth hun-

dreds of dollars today.  Probably even more with the
Washington stamp inside.
     Modern times have not been without the occasional
strange coin.
     A controversial coin appeared north of the border in
2004. Canada  decided to issue a special quarter sporting
a bright red “remembrance  poppy” on the front of the
coin (E). Apparently, a US Defense  contractor spotted
one in the car he was renting. Our Defense  Department
enjoyed a healthy dose of paranoia, theorizing that the
quarter carried a microchip and tiny camera, to spy on
US Defense  Contractors as they journeyed through
Canada. An internet article  states, “One contractor mar-
veled that the coin didn't seem to have a  power source,
but was filled with some sort of  ‘nano-technology.’”   True
story.
     Around 2005, the US Mint decided to change the 67
year old design of  the Jefferson Nickel, resulting in one
of  the most unflattering coin  designs that’s ever been in
circulation (F). Jefferson’s big, angular  face splits the
coin in half. Our third President must have been  having
a horrific “hair day,” because this coin is all face. Think
of  Peter Boyle in Young Frankenstein, immortalized on
this little disc.  Thankfully, the design was relatively short-
lived.
    Strange change continues to fascinate me, and there’s
plenty of it  around. At the next meeting, I’m going to
give one of those Canadian  Poppy remembrance spy
quarters to Dave Zohne, so I can see where in  the house
he hides his fantastic chrome Indian Head cent.

(continued from page 5)

Members’  finds for April
Chris Altmann ~ Big bag of clad coins / 10 fishing
hooks / 4 very heavy sea fishing weights / Fishing lures
/ “Her o” 1 cent piece (Key West Fl. / 2 pedal sleigh
bells / 1964 aluminum dog tag / 5 buckles /  Pewter
spoon head / Squashed aluminum thimble / 2 harmonica
reeds / Ladies compact w/umbrella design / 10 metal
buttons
Kim Altmann ~ Pile ‘o clad / Pocket watch case / Huge
square nail / Water valve / Silver plated spoon / Small
“Jaguar” padlock / 3 metal buttons / Pewter spoon head
/ Pottery shards / Small glass vile
Pat Nellenback ~ Bicentennial half dollar 1776 – 1976
/ Corner off a $1.00 bill / Massive bag of clad coinage /
“Zippo”  lighter / Ornate brass gasoline petcock / Toy
gun / Iron padlock / 3 ski pins / Almost new silver
necklace / Metal toy hen (missing legs)

Rolf  Brynilsen ~1917 Canadian  large cent / “Good for
5 cents in trade” token / Cub scout neckerchief slide /
Small bell / 2 belt buckles, one Sterling w/3 initials in
script / Square tea ball…maybe / Milk Bone personal
dog identification tag for “Alfia” (nice!) / “Gumby” charm
Ernie Weissmuller ~ 1918, 1945 Mercury head dimes
/ 1941 Washington quarter / 1946, 1947, 1964 Roosevelt
dimes
John & Ben Gelfuso ~ 1819, 1836 and another w/ no
date large cents / 1898 Indian head cent / 1912 Barber
dime / Canadian 5 cent silver piece / 1892 “V” nickel /
2 pocket watch backs / Lead hem weight / Cheapo ring
with red cross / Very worn dog tag.
Stu Copperwheat ~ Maybe a State copper / Large cent
(no date) / 1953 – D Roosevelt dime / A few wheat’s /
One sleigh bell and one stock bell

(continued on page 7)
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Beryl & Mona Carrier ~ Finds from the bottom of Hinckley
Lake: Pair of glasses / 2 golf balls / Pewter spoon handle
/ Some clad coins / Belt buckle / Fishing lures / Pottery
shards. Recent finds: 3 metal buttons, one heavily gilded /
Bat wing buckle / Utility buckle / Cast Heraldic eagle
(Super nice!)
Larry Ehlinger ~ 1836 large cent and another with no
date / Very worn New Jersey copper / 1941, 1945, 1946
Washington quarters / 1937 Half dollar / 1952, 1964
Roosevelt dimes / Broken stock bell / 6 common metal
buttons
Dick Stowell ~ One metal button, Iron hinge /
Something that used to be something once
Bob Smeland ~ 2 very worn coins, one might be pewter
the other brass, or the second one could be a button
Don Wertz ~ 1781 2 – Reals / 1863, 1892 Indian head
cents / 1 wheat cent / Fishing sinkers / Toy race car /
Disney character water toy
Dave Lofgren ~ 1879, 1888, 1898 Indian head cents /
1956 Roosevelt dime / Large cent, really beat / 1944 1 –

Pesteta / Buffalo nickel (no date) / 20 wheat cents /
Very old jackknife (Waterbury Mfg. Co.) / Harmonica
reed / Old cast white horse with a Russian rider. Horse
has severely deformed front feet, left rear foot missing,
tail busted off  and both ears missing. Other then that it’s
in good shape. / Old red toy fire truck / .250 Remington
live round (careful)
Ralph Blencowe ~ 1942 Washington quarter / 1953
Roosevelt dime / 2 sleigh bells / Iron pin / Utility buckle
/ Toy iron (may be Monopoly game piece / 1 metal button
Mik e Eychner ~ 2 clad quarters / Large iron serving
spoons / Huge mantle / Small hand pencil sharpener / 2
wagon reign guides / Railroad tie spike / Suspender clasp
/ Clear “cure” bottle
Ed Netzband ~ Pile of clad / 2 Indian head cents / 10
wheat cents / 1912 Canadian large cents / Good luck
token of Capitol Building, Washington cheapo ring / Cub
scout neckerchief slide / One pair of oxen shoes / 3 toy
metal cars / Plastic toy gun / Really beat brass spicket /
Harmonica reed / Golf ball

(continued from page 6)

ON THE MAP
By Kim Altmann

While researching my family tree on the internet, I've
come across many websites that are useful for genealo-
gists as well as metal detectorists. I’d like to pass along a
few of those sites in a series of articles – this first one

covering maps.
     When you do genealogy research,
maps are often used to help make con-
nections between families and answer
census questions. Now that I'm in-
volved with metal detecting, those
same maps can be used to show where
houses and roads no longer exist—giv-
ing me great reasons to dig in an other-
wise empty field!
     Here are a few sites that can help
you glean some information for your
next metal detecting hunt:

Historic Ma pWorks (Subscription)
http://www.historicmapworks.com
This site has many maps relating to the
19th and early 20th century United
States (prime time for metal detecting

artifacts!). It features a great search engine (places and
people) that is cross-referenced throughout. Many of the
maps are extremely detailed, showing the location and
footprints of various structures. View the maps online

(continued on page 8)
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with "zoom" and "panning." If  you like a particular map,
you can order an archival copy. It only costs $29.95 per
year—money well spent in my opinion!

University of  New Hampshire Library (Free)
http://docs.unh.edu/nhtopos/nhtopos.htm
This is a great site for 20th century topographical maps.
You won't get exact locations, but it can at least tell you
where houses and roads used to be located. I find it very
useful as a secondary reference when used with older
maps.

Libr ary of Congress Map Collections (Free)
h t t p : / / l c w e b 2 . l o c . g o v / a m m e m / g m d h t m l /
gmdhome.html
This is a a fantastic repository of all kinds of maps—
more than 4.5 million of them! The focus of Map Col-
lections is Americana and Cartographic Treasures of the
Library of Congress. These high-quality
images were created from antique maps and atlases. Mul-
tiple search categories should get you what you need,
and both zoom and panning are available. I find this site
a little more difficult to navigate than others, but the maps
you will find are worth it.

New York State Map Pathfinder (Free)
http://www.sunysb.edu/libmap/n ypath1.htm
This page is a collection of map links that are indexed by
category, including Early American, Panoramic and19th
& 20th century maps. Definitely worth spending some
time here with the many resources available.

    And in addition to the websites above, Mike Parker
has painstakingly created a CD of scanned maps of
Oneida County, which you can purchase at EARTH Club
meetings.
   Good metal detecting sites are getting increasingly
harder to find, and the links above should help you find
some new areas to detect. Happy hunting!

EARTH CLUB WEB NOTES

(continued from page 7)

Don’t forget that the May meeting is at the South
Rome Senior Center!

As Chris and I really start pushing to get all of the
member’s finds from the old website onto the new
website, we need a few things from you.
1. If your finds are already up on the "Member's Finds"
page (your name will appear as a yellow link), please
check your page(s) out and let us know if it is accurate.
Recently, a couple members have pointed out to us that
some of the finds are not theirs. Also, if  you don’t see
something up that you want, let us know and bring in
the
item so we can get a fresh picture of it and put it up on
your page.
2. If you are a new member (or a member that has never
had your finds up before), please make sure you see Chris
about getting a photo taken for your page. We also need
to know when you joined and what type of metal
detector(s) you currently use.
    Putting these pictures up can be time-consuming on
our end so bear with us. Thanks!
   Also, please note that there is a new page on the
website—"Plants to Seek," which are good indicators
of  old homesteads.

Editor ’s Note:
I wish to thank all those who contribute to the newsletter
month after month. If it were not for their dedication and
hard work, we would not have a newsletter; having a news-
letter, I feel, is very important to our club. It keeps us up to
date on all the happenings within the club and also pro-
vides the club with a great deal of publicity which certainly
helps us.
   We are well known as far away as England and also by
people like Dick Stout, who is one of the editors of West-
ern & Eastern Treasures magazine. He has e-mailed me
and told me how much he enjoys our club newsletter.
    It is because of you - Stu Copperwheat, Larry Ehlinger,
Chris & Kim Altmann and Ralph Blencowe with your ar-
ticles and pictures that we have such a good newsletter. I
hope that more and more members will submit articles
because we all love to hear about personal experiences
and knowledge gained through those experiences.



                               9

The Kennedys work as team: Brenda takes care of the dogs while John does the digging

Matt & Kris Sierson and Dave Zohne take a breather.

Dick Stowell and Dave Zohne proudly show off  the Washington Dollars they found.

The club hunt at Song Moun-
tain Ski Resort was very suc-
cessful -- there were mnay
taking part and a variety of
things found.

This always makes for a fun
day. There is nothing worse
than spending a day on your
knees only to come home
empty-handed. Such was not
the case on this hunt.
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For Sale: By Dick Stowell
White’s Spectrum XLT w/9.5" coil, skid plate and coil support:   $350
Price includes:
1) 5.3" Bullseye coil, lower rod, skid plate and coil support.   2) 2 Rechargeable battery packs
w/charger.    3) 1 standard battery pack for AA alkaline cell.    4) Rain covers.    5) Carry Case.
6) Instruction Book
Will sell XLT and accessories, w/o 5.3" Bullseye coil for:  $300.00
Will sell 5.3" Bullseye coil, lower rod, skid plate and coil support for:  $60.00
IF INTERESTED YOU CAN REACH ME:
Telephone 315-866-5093          E-Mail dickstowell@yahoo.com
 Club hunt April 27         Club meeting April 28

Refreshment Volunteers for the  Apr. & May Meetings
     Sharon Macknair has volunteered to bring in refreshments for the
          May 19th. meeting . 
    The club officers and members would like to thank  you for volunteering
your time.
    For those of you kind enough to bring refreshments, don’t forget to bring
cups, beverage, ice and enough goodies for at least 35 people. If you bring
cans of cold soda, cups are not necessary.
    Thank you  . . . . . Earth Club

Searchers
Along The

Mohawk
       Official Publication of
         E.A.R.T.H., Electronic
        Ar chaeological Recovery
              Tr easure Hunters

President - Stu Copperwheat
Vice President - Lisle Sanborn

Treasurer - Dave Lofgren
Secretary - vacant

For Membership information write:
Larry Ehlinger
810 Laurel Street
Rome, NY  13440

Send your submissions for
Searchers Along the Mohawk to:

Lisle Sanborn
6564 Dix Road
Rome, NY  13440
Tele:  315-336-7997

E-Mail:  lsanborn@twcny.rr.com

Lisle Sanborn
6564 Dix Road
Rome, NY 13440
lsanborn@twcny.rr.com

“Get involved, make a difference!”
                                             John Seamon

Visit the E.A.R.T.H.  Web Page at: www.earthclubcny.com

On May 3, Stu Copperwheat, Chris &
Kim Altmann and myself showed up at
the Sauquoit High School to  find and
remove the huge number of metal
spikes(wickets) that had been used to
hold down the ground mesh protecting
the area around the high school.
    The wickets were pulling loose and
the students were tripping over them;
the potential of someone getting hurt was

high. Because of this, the grounds man-
ager asked Stu if the EARTH club
could help them.
    After about 2 hrs., we were able to
find and rid the area of more than 200
wickets - some of which are show on
the left. It wasn’t a great hunt resulting
in valuable finds, but it made us all feel
good knowing that we were able to
aide the community.

Junk removal at Sauquoit High School  By Lisle Sanborn


